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TROM: DLICK KENNTDY

Getieral Walterw sent this down at Mr. Colby's re-
cquest.  The latler azked that it be sent back to Sccretary
Kisginger with a note that (he letter has bLeen cleared with

Sonators Stennle and MceCiellan.

Begin lLext:
(Bee attached)
Drned tewpi,

Warm regards.,
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FROM: DICK KENNEDY ° /-
General Walters sent this down at Mr. Colby's request,

The latter asked that 3t be gent back to Kissinger with a note that

the letter has been cleared with Senators Stennis and MeClellan

Begin text;
(Sce attached)
End text,

Warm rogards,
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SECRE:

Honorable Sam J. Ervin, Jv., Chairman

Select Committes on Presidential Camprign Activitics
United States Senate

Washington, D. C, 20510

Pear My, Chairman:

This Agency is in receipt of a letter from Mr. Frod Trompsan,
Minority Couwnsel of the Select Commities, (copy encloged) indicatiog
it i3 the desire of the full Cornittee that Lhis Agency suliciil to the
Caommittee, oo later than 27 Junc 1974, our recommendations with
respect to the sanitization/declussification procedures which we have
been conducting on various materials for the inclusion of part or ail
of these materials in the Commiitlee's final rcport.

In his letter, Mr. Thompson says he assumed we were awace
of the fact that all CIA~rclated transcripts, ian the posscssion of
Mr. George Murphy, of the Joint Committee on Atomic Enerygy stealf,
were available fov inspection by Agency represeatatives, I regret to
say that we were nol aware of such availability in view of earlier
instructinns from Mr., Thompson's staff that the Agency was nol to
have access to certain ClA-reiated transeripts. Mr. Thompson, oa
21 June 1974, transotiied to us two such transcripts,

On 3 April 1974, ! wrote Scuator Baker {copy also enclosed) that
Iwas, on that date, forwarding to Sanator .JTohn Steunis and Senator Johno
McClellan, the Chairmen of the Senate Armed Services and Scnate
Appropriations Conunittees, which have oversight responanibilily for this
Agency, my prolimtinary comiments and suggosted secuvity deletions in
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the CIA investigation report as requested by Senator Baker, for such
disposition as they felt appropriate. I pointed oul thal this procedure wasg
in keaping with existing policy guidance and consistent with Senator Yaker's
action in forwarding his report to the Chairmen of those Committees.

Iam forwarding herewith a copy of our preliminary conunents on
the report along with requested security deletions which I submitted to
Scnator Stunniy and to Seanstor McClellan on 3 April 1974, 1 understand
that Senalor Daker has discussed his report on his CIA investigation with
thert and my traasmittal of the sanitized report, with Apency cammants
thereon, is, of course, subject to such limitations aud/er apreemants as
are worked out betweaen your Commitice, Senator Baker and the Chaicrmen
of our oversight Committees. T respectfully request that if Seonator Daler's
report is published, this Agency's conunents thereon be included even thouph
they were preliminary in nature and all material upon which the report was
based has not been avaitable for onr review. In a number of cases our
commuents are felt to be esgential to clarify or correct curtain misinter-
pretations appearing in the report,

I ghould like to point out that this Agency has tried to cooperate fully
with the Salect Cornmittee and with Senator Daker in the investigation which
he and hig staff have conducted., Following the full Committee's investigation
I mat wit.h senator Balter to respond to his questions and raembers of my
staff met with Senalor Daker and the Minority Statff of the Select Gommittee
ou numerous accasions to respond to additional questions. Eventually 24
Agency witnesses, current or former emploayees, testificd before Senator
Baker and his staff in testimony covering some 2, 000 panes, 'These witnesses
included the former Divector of Cueatral Intelligence, Richarvd Iclins, wha
returned from his ambassadorial post in Teheran, and various Agency oflicials
and Lechalcians now in the United States or ahroad. Tep volumaes of material
coansisting of over 700 documents were also providad, In many cascs,
sengitive material wag exposed to the staff or to Scnator Daker to dernanstrate
its lack of relevance to theinvestigation, although security considerations did
impose some limita to the extent this could be done.

The prospect of the publication of the ten volumes of CIA documants
and the individual testimony of tha Agency witnessas interviewad by Senalor
Baker and his staff pases a serious problem. In the interest of assuring
that the testhimony of Agency witnesses and any other wilnessens having
knowledge of Agency activities was completsely candid and not subject to
anyone's detorminations as to security considerations, these individuals were
advised they woere reloased from any suc:urity or other obligations normally
imposed upon them with respect to testimeny relevant to the inguiry.
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We have reviewed the documants aad the testimony of the Agency
witnesses and made vecommended deletions to sanitiza such material if
the Commitiee determines publication to be necessary., I would subit,
however, that deapite the minimal security deletions which we haeve
recotmumended, publication of CIA docuiments and the testimony of CIA
witnzsses (which in many raspeats has no direct relation to the Committee's
investigation) would do a sreat disvservice Lo this Agency, to the Conpréss
and to our natienal intevest. If persons dealing with CIA on a confidential
basis, both ko this country and abroad, must assume that information they
provide will be subject to later publication, valuable sucrces and micthods
of intelligence will be terminated ov seviously impaived. arvcnlly request
that the Committee give serious r.:cm:-,}.m.,“ztmri to the need for the publication
of those docurnents and the iandividual transeripts of those witnesses. If any
part of this material ic to be published I believe it should be strictly limited
to that which ia absoulutely esseutial to support the findings in the Committee's
report, and we olfer Lo be of assistance to you in this regard,

ITassure you of this Agency's coalinued cooperation with the Committee
but I do point out that neither the Commitice’s investization, nor the
tuvestigations of the Agency's fonr oversizht Committees, the Fedoral Grand
Jury, the Speecial Prosecutor, acd curveatly the llouse J udiciary Comunittee,
have developed the existence of any prior knowledge ou the part of this Agency
or its olficials of the Watergate breakin or the breakin of Dr, Fielding's
office. More importantly, however, I wish to personally agsure you that
my own lutensive internal investipation has davaloped no velevant material
beyond that provided to the above investipative bodics.

Sincerely,

e e
r" /
( fi / oy ;

w. B Colby Y
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Director ’
Finclosures /
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Senstor Howard Baker
Scenator John Stennis
Scnator Jahn MeClellan
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Deputy Legislative Counsel
Central Intelligence Agency
Waahington, L, C. 20505
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As we discussed on the tzlephone, the Sepnate Select Committee has today
authorized the Chairrnan to request the GlA to coraplete the declassifi-
cation procedures, which we have been discussing io¥ several weeks now,
in tirme for the inclusion of part o all of these materials in the Commitied’s
final report. In oxder {o somply with this request, the procedure will have
to be completed by Thursday, June 27th.

With regard to Mr, Cary's comment at this latc date in his letter to Sam
Dash and me of June 17 that the CIA ia notin possession of certain
transcripts which conceivably could contain classified material, we
apsume that you are aware of the fact that those transcripts, along with
all the other GLA-related transcripts, have been in the posscssion of
George Murphy for several mouoths and available for your inspeciion.

There seems to be some intimation that Senator Baker was sent CIA
comments with regard to the Baiker Repori. This, of course, is not

true, The only inforraation we have had is that the matter has been leit
up to the determination of the oversight commattees, although the stafls

of those committees have told us that this is not at all their underatanding.

In light of the Committee’s caanimous action today, 1 am sure the Agency
doas not want to leave the recobrd as it now standé.

Fired D Thympeot
Linrstiy Cinpnaeld
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3 April 1974

Honorable Howard H, ljm.i‘.t..l, Vice Chairman

Selact Commitice on Prosideniusas Campaign Activitias
) United States Senato

Washington, D. C. 20510

“Dear Senator Baker:

I have your leifexr gf April‘ 1974 concerniag the steps you
propose he taken in connection with your report,

You sugpgested Agency aclion in two areas--a duclassification/
and submission of commaeants oa the repaort.
since, ag

I

sanilization review,
Unifoxtunately, noiiber can be compleied by your deadiine
you know, "all ol the relevant transcripls are not yet available,
have, however, prepared some prelimninary comuments waich we
mway wish to expand upon when the additional material has been made
available and we have nad an opporiunity to review it, As reguesied,
Ihave also recommended coeriain security deletions frowm the report,

I am forwarding today to Senator Joha Stennis and Scenator Joha
McClellan, the Chailrmen of the Senate Armed Services and Appropriations
Committees, my preliminary comunents and sugrested security deletions
in the report fox such disposiilon as they leel appvopriate. This
procedure is in keeping with existing policy guidance and {5 consistent
wilh your forwarding your repori £o them.

Sincerely,

o)

' D‘rector
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